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INTRODUCTION1

The Southside congregation is to be commended for the foresight
in presenting this much-needed study on The Holy Spirit of God. Many
do not understand this subject. Others do not want to get involved in a
discussion of the Holy Spirit. For too long the subject has been ignored.
Ignorance and apathy toward what the Bible teaches relative to the
Holy Spirit has produced fatal doctrinal errors and grave, divisive
misunderstandings among brethren in Christ’s church. Within the
church, some are now affirming that the “direct operation” of the Holy
Spirit is necessary in order for men to know and understand the truth
(i.e., the Bible) and to mature in the faith.

Today, the church is inundated with numerous things which hinder
her work, growth and spiritual well being. Many are relying on human
wisdom and intellectualism as their foundation for truth. This philoso-
phy will eventually cause men to stand in direct opposition to God and
His Word. Presently, caught up in a time when colleges and so-called
“intellects” are determining which way the church should go, brethren
seem eager to follow the popular trend of placing human wisdom
before God’s wisdom. Whether this is done as a conscious effort or is
due to a lack of knowledge, the result is still the same. God’s people are
adversely affected. Hosea’s words, “My people are destroyed for lack
of knowledge” (Hos. 4:6), are as applicable today as they were when
he wrote them. A better understanding of the Holy Spirit will surely
cause the church to be spiritually enriched, stronger as soldiers in the
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Lord’s army, and more able to handle false teachers and their damnable
heresies (2 Pet. 2:1).

Paul wrote his first letter to Corinth in about A.D. 57. By way of
“the house of Chloe” (1 Cor. 1:11), he had received word of some
abuses and contentions that had risen within the body of Christ in that
city. Therefore, Paul wrote his letters to Corinth in an effort to end the
contentiousness and divisiveness which was ripping that congregation
to shreds. To correct the erroneous beliefs and practices that had sprung
up in their midst, and to encourage faithfulness to spiritual things, Paul
had to do some serious reproving, rebuking, and exhorting (cf. 2 Tim.
4:2).

Corinth was a proud city, one that prided itself for its low morality
and boasted its high regard for human philosophy and intellectualism.
At that time, Athens was the center of worldly culture and education.
Paul had seen little success in his efforts to convert the people in
Athens. Yet, in Corinth, a city known for its immorality and idolatry,
many were converted and the church was established. The Corinthians
were quick to vaunt their philosophers and citizens of superior intellect.
As long as that disposition manifested itself among some of the
brethren in Corinth, it was going to interfere with their understanding
of the work and unity of the church. Reminding them that he did not
come to them with excellency of speech and words of human wisdom,
Paul stressed that he preached Christ and Him crucified, and that he had
confirmed what he preached with the power of the Spirit (1 Cor. 1:5-7;
1 Thess. 1:5). Paul did not come and preach to the Corinthians without
wisdom; however, his wisdom was by revelation from God (1 Cor. 2:6-
9), which was given to him by means of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 2:10-
13; 2 Pet. 1:20-21). This wisdom, provided through revelation, and
with the Holy Spirit as its source, stands in stark contrast to that which
originates within man and only has man with his limited intellect as its
source. A spiritual man is one who is led by the things revealed by
inspiration from the Spirit of God (1 Cor. 2:14-16).

With an understanding of this background, one can more easily
understand what is meant by the title of this chapter, “The Natural Man
And The Things Of The Spirit.” Even though the things mentioned
above took place in the first century, the same mind-set is prevalent
today. The church of Christ is being filled with those who pursue
worldly wisdom and seek to justify their lives according to their own
thoughts, rather than submitting themselves to God’s wisdom.
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VARIOUS POSITIONS
The misapplication of Scripture will always bring one to a false

conclusion and it can lead one into fatal error. This has certainly been
the case concerning the Person and work of the Holy Spirit. Vast
numbers of people are wrongly convinced that the Holy Spirit must
actively intervene in their lives, thinking it is necessary for Him to do
so in order for them to understand God’s will. Calvinism teaches that
the “natural man” is the unconverted while the “spiritual man” is the
child of God. This religious philosophy says the carnally minded man
is totally depraved and cannot come to any knowledge concerning
salvation without the direct operation of the Holy Spirit upon him.
Calvin is quoted saying:

By these words he reminds us that if the shedding of his sacred
blood is not to be in vain, our souls must be washed in it by the
secret cleansing of the Holy Spirit. (The Holy Spirit works) to
open our minds and hearts, and make us capable of receiving this
testimony.2

C.A. Feenstra reportedly expresses:
But when God accomplishes His good pleasure in the elect, or
works in them true conversion, He not only causes the gospel to
be externally preached to them, and powerfully illuminates their
minds by the Holy Spirit, that they may rightly understand and
discern the things of the Spirit of God; but by the efficacy of the
same regenerating Spirit He pervades the inmost recesses of
man; He opens the closed and softens the hardened heart, and
circumcises that which was uncircumcised; influences new
qualities into the will, which, though heretofore dead, He
quickens; from being evil, disobedient, and refractory, He
renders it good, obedient, and pliable; actuates and strengthens
it, that like a good tree, it may bring forth the fruits of good
actions.3

However, one must not think that the Calvinist philosophy is
confined to the denominational world. Calvinism is in place and
growing within the churches of Christ. In the now defunct “Nashville
Jubilee,” Joe Beam taught that the Spirit of God is still giving
directions to those who are in need of such.4 Steve Flatt, President of
David Lipscomb University, advocates the use of miracles today.5 (This
is an extremely scary thought—the president of a so-called “Christian”
university advocates and teaches that the Holy Spirit is still directing
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the affairs of men in some way other than through the Word.) It is no
wonder that congregations are being influenced to accept false ideas
concerning the work of the Holy Spirit. Young people are being
confused and many leave the truth when they are taught such soul-
damning drivel.

Every false position must not only be denied, it must be exposed
and refuted when it opposes Bible truth and stands in the way of a
man’s understanding of, and his obedience to, the Scriptures. In his
letter to the church in Rome, Paul says: “So then faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 10:17). This is no
surprise. He had already presented his desire to preach the Gospel to
them with the declaration: “So, as much as in me is, I am ready to
preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also. For I am not ashamed
of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to
every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek” (Rom.
1:15-16).

God’s message to man is conveyed by means of the Word, whether
written or preached, not direct illumination. The statement, “God hath
revealed them unto us by his Spirit” (1 Cor. 2:10), does not mean that
the revelation was given to every man, but was revealed to those
chosen to preach and/or write by inspiration. The “things which God
hath prepared for them that love him” (v. 9) were those contained in the
scheme of redemption. Notice carefully the wording here: “God hath
prepared for them that love him” (emphasis added). God planned,
prepared, and made possible the means whereby all men can be saved
(Eph. 3:11; Mk. 16:15-16). Yet, not all men will be saved because His
salvation is accepted by only those who love him (Mt. 22:14; Jn.
14:15).

At one time a “mystery,” God’s salvation plan, the Gospel, was
revealed to certain ones who were “inspired” in a “direct” fashion by
the Holy Spirit. From man’s point of view, it was a “mystery” because
it was inconceivable to man’s limited abilities—his physical senses
and/or his rational abilities. Instead, it had to be revealed by the Holy
Spirit to the apostles (Jn. 14:26; 16:13), and then made known to others
by dedicated preaching. Thus, Paul penned: “Howbeit we speak
wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world,
nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: But we speak the
wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God
ordained before the world unto our glory” (1 Cor. 2:6-7). It was by
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means of inspiration that God gave certain ones the saving message,
i.e., the gospel (Eph. 3:3-4; Rom. 1:16-17). Too, there were those who,
through the laying on of the apostles’ hands (Acts 8:18), the Holy Spirit
inspired to preach and teach the Word. Of course, their message,
inspired by the Holy Spirit though it was, would not be considered wise
in the sight of men. Not all would see the benefit found therein.
However, God’s ways and thoughts are higher than man’s (Isa. 55:9).
It pleased God to reveal His plan for men “by the foolishness of
preaching” (1 Cor. 1:21). As long as men reject this wisdom they are
without hope.

THE NATURAL MAN
Some take the position that the “natural man” is the man who has

been born with a “sinful nature.” The word “nature” means to bring
forth, produce, the natural powers or constitution of a person or thing.6
It is true that man can be greatly influenced by his environment. That
which is around a man can have a molding influence on him (cf. Rom.
12:1-2); however, no man is born with a “sinful nature” or disposition.
When God created man, he was made sinless and he was in favor with
his Maker. What God made was “very good” (Gen. 1:21). There are
many passages which clearly affirm the truth concerning man’s sinless
condition when he enters this world (Ps. 106:37-38; Mt. 18:3; 19:13-
15). Sin, by Scriptural definition, is the transgression of God’s law
(1 Jn. 3:4). Furthermore, God’s Word belies the idea that one’s sins are
inherited and/or due to his birth (Ezek. 18:19-20).

Therefore, all people are conceived in sin and are born children
of wrath, unfit for any saving good, inclined to evil, dead in their
sins, and slaves to sin; without the grace of the regenerating
Holy Spirit they are neither willing nor able to return to God, to
reform their distorted nature, or even to dispose themselves to
such.7

The Calvinists’ corrupt doctrines cannot stand without this false
presupposition.

Many today are embracing this idea and think they are wise. They
feel as if they have “come to a better understanding,” when in truth they
have erred from the faith. Worldly wisdom was not good in Paul’s day
and it has not gotten any better up to this day. It has no place when
compared with the Word of God.
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That being said, the question remains: “Who or what is the ‘natural
man’ Paul mentioned in 1 Cor. 2:14?” Among faithful brethren, some
believe the “natural man” is the uninspired Christian while others
believe the “natural man” is the Christian with a carnal or worldly
mind. Which of these two is the correct understanding? Is it possible
that both concepts play into Paul’s rebuke and exhortation directed
toward the Corinthian church? To properly understand the meaning of
the “natural man,” one must keep in mind the context of the passage
under consideration.

Observe that neither the Jew nor the Gentile could uncover the
mystery and wisdom of God by their intellect or their human reasoning.
Therefore, God revealed the scheme of redemption to them in His own
way. Knowledge of God’s scheme of redemption could come to man
only come by divine revelation. Man, with only his human intellect and
wisdom, could neither devise such a plan nor imagine the blessings
God, through His Son, has made available to the faithful. Conse-
quently, man’s wisdom cannot bring about the things provided by the
Spirit of God. Paul’s preaching was not characterized by the wisdom
expressed in the human philosophies which were so greatly respected
by those of his day. He would say: “But I certify you, brethren, that the
gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither
received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus
Christ” (Gal. 1:11-12).

The natural man is characterized by “the words which man's
wisdom teacheth” (1 Cor. 2:13). Found five times in the New Testa-
ment, the Greek word psuchikos is translated “natural” in 1 Corinthians
2:14; 15:44, 46, and “sensual” in James 3:15 and Jude 19. Applying the
term to worldly wisdom, James makes it known: “This wisdom
descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish.” Using the
word to contrast the difference between those influenced by the Spirit
and those who are sensual, governed by their own senses, Jude 19
points out: “These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having
not the Spirit.” Things of the Spirit cannot be received by the “natural”
man because he is not of a mind to seriously take into consideration
that which is revealed by the Holy Spirit of God. Placing his trust in his
own wisdom, placing it above God’s wisdom, the “natural” man refuses
to recognize the truth of God’s Word. Considering God’s imparted
Word to be foolishness, he will not accept it.
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Refusing to be guided by God’s revelation, it is impossible for the
“natural man” to receive the things of the Spirit. Just as “the preaching
of the cross” is foolishness to him (1 Cor. 1:18), “the things of the
Spirit of God ...  are foolishness unto him” (2 Cor. 2:14). A sensual
mind will invariably reject the message from God and class it as
foolishness. Laying the necessary groundwork in the first two chapters
of 1 Corinthians, Paul is striving to bring the Corinthians to their senses
relative to the dangers associated with the wisdom of the world.

Throughout the Bible, God speaks of proper wisdom and the
product of that wisdom. Here are two examples:

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: a good under-
standing have all they that do his commandments: his praise
endureth for ever (Ps. 111:10).
And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is
wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding (Job 28:28).

Identifying their counter natures—the wisdom of God is foolishness to
the world and the wisdom of the world is foolishness to God—Paul
warned: “For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolish-
ness” (1 Cor.1:18). The American Standard Version (1901) translates
this verse: “For the word of the cross is to them that perish foolishness;
but unto us who are saved it is the power of God.” That phrase, “word
of the cross” is translated from the Greek, ho logos gar ho tou staurou,
which literally means, “the word, or speech as to the cross.” This is in
contrast to the phrase, “wisdom of words,” Paul wrote in the previous
verse (v. 17).

The things of the spirit are “spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14).
Holy Spirit inspired men could know the things of God because He
revealed them unto them. Moreover, those inspired by the Holy Spirit
were inspired for one reason—to deliver the mystery to others. It is not
the case that the “natural man” could never come to know God’s Word,
the Truth. They do, but as long as a man is governed by his sensual
mindedness, he will not accept the saving message delivered by
inspired men. Among the eyewitnesses to Christ’s crucifixion and
resurrection, there were many who simply would not grasp the meaning
and importance of those events.

God “will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowl-
edge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4; cf. 2 Pet. 3:9). To make known to man
that which is necessary for him to know and do in order to be saved,
God chose the avenue of the inspired Word. John stated that the Gospel
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was written to bring men to faith that they might be saved (Jn. 20:30-
31). Paul declared that when men read what he wrote, they could have
an understanding equal to his, regarding those things which had
formerly been hidden (Eph. 3:1-5). In fact, he commanded: “Wherefore
be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is” (Eph.
5:17). Actually, there are many passages which one to know the Word
(Rom. 10:13-17; Jn. 17:17-21; Acts 11:13-14). That section in
1 Corinthians 2:14—“they are spiritually discerned”—is adverbial and
means “in a spiritual manner.” Willis states:

Anakrino means to question, examine, investigate and appears
here in the passive voice (discerned). Thus the clause asserts that
spiritual things can be properly examined only ‘spiritually’—i.e.,
in a manner consistent with the Holy Spirit. In other words, only
the man who accepts revelation can properly evaluate and
examine spiritual things. Therefore, the judgment of the worldly
wise men should not greatly upset the Corinthian Christians;
these men do not accept revelation and, therefore, are going to
reach different conclusions than those who do accept it.8

Paul repeatedly warned against allowing oneself to be led astray by the
so-called “wisdom” of others.

THINGS OF THE SPIRIT
What was to be preached by inspired men has been discussed. The

fact that they were “inspired men” signifies that their message was
conveyed to them by inspiration. Their message was “God breathed”
to them, which means that the Holy Spirit gave the exact message that
was to be taught. Explaining this, Paul says: “Which things also we
speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the
Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual” (1 Cor.
2:13). The American Standard Version has “combining spiritual things
with spiritual words.” Paul did not teach things which originated with
him, his own knowledge or wisdom. He spoke those things, things from
the mind of God, which were revealed to him by the Holy Spirit. The
word “comparing” means; “to judge of one thing in connection with
another, that is, combine (spiritual ideas with appropriate expressions)
or collate (one person with another by way of contrast or resem-
blance):—compare among (with).”9 The word sugkrino is used to mean
“unite, to compare, to measure or evaluate; to interpret.” The word is
an antonym of diakrino, “to separate.” The idea then is obvious; the
spiritual things which have been freely given to us by God are put
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together (united, explained, interpreted) with the spiritual words taught
to the apostles by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit revealed both the
content of the revelation and the words through which that revelation
was imparted. In verse 14, some interpreters see anthropos (man) as the
antecedent of pneumatikois (spiritually). Thus, they make the phrase
refer to imparting spiritual truths to spiritual men; however, this distorts
the climax of the verse.10 However, the clear meaning of this phrase is
that the mind and thoughts of God were revealed by the Holy Spirit.
Verse 11 establishes the parameters for verse 12, i.e., “the things of
God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.” This is the doctrine of
inspiration (2 Tim. 3:16-17). The Holy Spirit inspired and led men to
relate the inspired message as they wrote and preached the Word of
Truth (Jn. 16:13; 2 Pet. 1:21).

The things of the Spirit of God are those things revealed by the
Holy Spirit through the inspired men. These things directly relate to the
message of man’s salvation. Reviewing Paul’s teachings in 1 Corinthi-
ans 1-2, one can see what is meant by the “things of the Spirit.” What
was Paul’s message? Did he not remind them of the folly of following
worldly wisdom? He tells the Corinthian Christians that whereas the
cross of Christ is foolishness to those who will be lost, it is the means
of salvation to those who will accept the saving power of Christ’s
blood. He quotes Isaiah 29:14—“for the wisdom of their wise men shall
perish, and the understanding of their prudent men shall be hid”—to
show the folly of following the things of the world. God chose to save
mankind through a message revealed to inspired men by the Holy
Spirit. Worldly-minded men would class this message as foolish and
without wisdom. They could neither understand nor accept a message
unless it related to their sense of intelligence. The Jews would be
looking for a spectacular sign while the Greeks would seek after
wisdom (1 Cor. 1:22). Remember, the Jews continually asked Jesus for
a miracle even though He performed many of them before their eyes
(Mk. 4:4-8; 8:11-12). Yet, neither the Jew nor the Gentile could
discover God’s wisdom by their own methods. Therefore, God would
reveal the message of redemption by the “foolishness of preaching.”

Paul refers to rulers and their inability to imagine that which the
Holy Spirit only could reveal (1 Cor. 2:6-9). Although his point in this
passage is equally applicable to all rulers in all places and ages, at that
time it included the Jewish Sanhedrin and the various levels of Rome’s
government. They treated our Lord with contempt and the Gospel
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message with disdain. The hard hearts of those who rejected Christ, and
ultimately had Him crucified, could not imagine the beauty of the
message of salvation. Verse 10 makes it clear that Paul’s purpose was
to emphasize the blessings contained in the inspired Word. Any man
who continues to hold to the worldly, sensual mind-set can never
receive the message revealed by the Holy Spirit.

SUMMATION
Earlier, several observations were made concerning the “natural

man.” It was observed that there were several ideas as to who this man
might be. Among faithful brethren, there are some who believe the
“natural man” is the uninspired Christian while still other faithful men
believe him to be the Christian with a carnal or worldly mind. Which
of these two is the correct? Is it possible that both of these concerns
play into Paul’s rebuke and exhortation of the Corinthian church?

It is the writer’s conviction that this man is the uninspired man who
allowed the wisdom of the world to pull him into the sensual situation
Paul was addressing. Remember the things contained in the text: 1)
God’s wisdom is foolishness with men who seek to live by worldly
wisdom, 2) God chose preaching as the method of spreading the
Gospel, and 3) Only the inspired man could accurately impart the
message God intended to be taught. Light shed by 1 Corinthians 3 adds
weight to this conclusion.

Before considering the text, it needs to be understood that Paul is
exposing the spiritual condition of many in the Corinthian church.
Their condition is in direct relationship to 1 Corinthians 2:14. People
who are unreceptive to that which is spiritual simply will not receive
things that are spiritual—not that they can never do so, but so long as
they stay in that condition they will not! Like those on Mars Hill who
heard Paul’s sermon, they hear what is said but cannot accept the
spiritual truths being expressed. Influenced by their preconceived ideas
and fore-drawn conclusions, such people are blocked from coming to
a clear understanding of spiritual truths and realities. Their standard for
measurement is improper.

Paul begins 1 Corinthians 3 with the sharp rebuke: “I, brethren,
could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as
unto babes in Christ. I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for
hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. For ye
are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and
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divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?” (1 Cor. 3:1-3). About
these verses, one commentary says:

The oldest manuscripts read this for “carnal.” The former
(literally, “fleshy”) implies men wholly of flesh, or natural.
Carnal, or fleshly, implies not they were wholly natural or
unregenerate (1 Co 2:14), but that they had much of a carnal
tendency; for example their divisions. Paul had to speak to them
as he would to men wholly natural, inasmuch as they are still
carnal (1 Co 3:3) in many respects, notwithstanding their
conversion (1 Co 1:4-9).11

Contextually speaking, 1 Corinthians 1:1-3:3 is dealing with the
worldly wisdom that had caused the church at Corinth to turn from the
wisdom of God. The inspired message was being overturned by
uninspired men. To say that the “natural man” refers only to the
uninspired man would not fully cover the meaning. All men, except
those to whom the Holy Spirit gave inspiration, were uninspired men.
So, when men reject inspiration they are classed as “natural men.”

Identifying the Corinthians as babes who needed to be fed with
milk and not with meat, is much like the rebuke the writer of Hebrews
gave his readers. Reprimanding the recipients of Hebrews for their lack
of spiritual maturation, the author says:

... we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye
are dull of hearing. For when for the time ye ought to be
teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the
first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as
have need of milk, and not of strong meat. For every one that
useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a
babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age,
even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to
discern both good and evil (Heb. 5:11-14).

Commenting on 1 Corinthians 2:14, Bill Jackson says:
Paul has presented before them the picture of the ‘spiritual’ man,
who is represented by Paul and other inspired servants of God.
So his point is that the things of the Spirit of God are not
received by the natural man. The ‘natural man’ is the non-
spiritual man, who may have a great deal of this world’s
wisdom, but he does not possess knowledge of the will of God!
The things of God are foolishness unto him, as Paul has well
declared in 1:18, 21, 23. Since Paul had spoken of men being
given God’s words through inspired means, let us notice that
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God did the selecting of such men. Men of the world—‘natural’
men were not chosen. Aside from points relating to inspired
men, the fact remains true that any man who is worldly-minded,
non-spiritual, will reject the message of God as being foolish-
ness.12

Any Christian who has a lack of spirituality, such as was exhibited by
some in the Corinthian church, needs to address his spiritual diet. He
must examine himself to see if whatever is influencing him has caused
him to lose sight of the message presented in the inspired Word of God.
Today, there are many who are influenced by worldly desires and
attractions.

CONCLUSION
But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged
of no man. For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he
may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ (1 Cor. 2:15-
16).

The spiritually minded man accepts the things revealed in God’s
Word. Thus, he is able to make good and proper judgments. A man
who does not accept and conform to the things God has revealed has
been blinded by the god of this world (2 Cor. 4:3-4). Therefore, living
life by a standard which is different from God’s, the “natural man”
cannot make proper and necessary judgments. He cannot see spiritual
things with his worldly eyes and his worldly wisdom prevents him from
understanding the wisdom of God. Walking in the light of God’s Word
(1 Jn. 1:7; cf. Ps. 119:105), following the teachings found in revelation
enables one to make the proper decisions affecting his eternal destiny.
This is the point of 1 Corinthians 2:15. Jackson observes:

But he that is spiritual judgeth all things—Notice Paul’s use of
the word “spiritual” in contrast with “natural” man just spoken
of in verse 14. He also uses the word “judgeth” as a synonym for
“discerneth,” and it is indeed proper. The spiritual man is open
to all truth, and is able to see all spiritual applications of the
things of God, not being barred as the non-spiritual is blocked.
Paul here substantiates the point just made: A non-spiritual man
will not see spiritual lessons set forth before him, but the
spiritual man can, making spiritual judgment in all things.
Yet he himself is judged of no man—With such abilities, in
rendering spiritual judgment as to God’s things, one so endowed
is not motivated by man’s judgments of him. His object is to
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please God, thus, by Paul’s applications here, he knows God’s
will, he speaks God’s will, he renders God’s judgments, and
man’s wisdom and power is set at naught.13

In verse 16 Paul is showing why the “natural” man cannot judge
the “spiritual things of God.” The natural man does not accept divine
revelation, which reveals the mind of God. Those who reject the things
of the Spirit of God cannot judge those who are living according to
God’s will. Paul says: “But we have the mind of Christ.” Here, he is
saying that those who accept God’s truth have, as did Christ, the
knowledge of God’s will and the selfless desire to do it.

The whole purpose of 1 Corinthians 2 is to show that men cannot
realize God’s will for them by their own feelings, their own intellect,
or by their own human wisdom. All are dependent upon divine
revelation. God’s revelation, culminating in the Gospel of Christ, has
been made available to all. Today, the only place where that revelation
can be found is in the Bible, which is the Word of God, written by the
select few, inspired specifically to do so by the Holy Spirit.

The same must be understood today. God’s will for man is still
found in His inspired Word, not in human wisdom. The brotherhood
would do well to remember and to pay close attention to this fact.
Many are being led astray by the so-called “reasoning” of “worldly
intellectualism,” which is actually void of truth. Some in the church are
buying into the world’s morality to justify sinful lifestyles. Giving over
to the subjectivism of the “natural man,” others are altering truth of
God’s Word in order to fellowship those in the denominational
churches.

Faithful, spiritually minded Christians will always seek to please
God in all that they say and do. The Holy Spirit is working and He does
act upon men today. He does not do so in a “direct operation,” but He
does so only by and through the inspired Word. One must not let the
wisdom of the world blind him to the “things of the Spirit of God.”
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August 27, 1993 letter to the elders of the Savannah, Tennessee, Church of
Christ.
6 W.E. Vines, Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, s.v. “nature.”
7 Canons of Dordt, Third and Fourth Main Points of Doctrine, Article 3.
www.reformed.org/documents/canons_of_dordt.html
8 Mike Willis, Truth Commentaries; First Corinthians (Bowling Green, KY:
Guardian of Truth Foundation, n.d.), 69.
9 James Strong, Strong’s Hebrew and Greek Dictionaries, s.v., “comparing”
(G4793), from the e-sword electronic Bible program.
10 Ibid., 67.
11 Jamison, Fausset, and Brown, A Commentary on the Old and New Testa-
ments, from the e-sword electronic Bible program.
12 Bill Jackson, A Commentary On First Corinthians (Abilene, TX: Quality
Pub., n.d.), 18.
13 Ibid., 19.
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